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Disposition of Claims 

4) ^ Claim(s) K? is/are pending in the application. 

4a) Of the above claim(s) is/are withdrawn from consideration. 

5) D Claim(s) is/are allowed. 

6) ^ Claim(s) 1^3 is/are rejected. 

7) D Claim(s) is/are objected to. 
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DETAILED ACTION 
Claim Rejections - 35 USC§112 
The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 1 12: 

The specification shall conclude with one or more claims particularly pointing out and distinctly claiming the 
subject matter which the applicant regards as his invention. 

Claims 1-3 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, second paragraph, as being indefinite for 
failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter which applicant regards as 
the invention. 

As to Claims 1-3, they are rejected because they fail to clearly set out the nature of the 
claimed invention as either processing of a single hybrid debit/credit card or alternative 
processing methods for separate debit and credit cards. For purpose of examination, Applicant's 
phrasing of "cash/debit" card is understood to be a debit card, and a single card is chosen for 
processing from the two choices of a debit card and a credit card. 

Claims 1-3 recite the phrase "information about card holder's balance of an account 
transferable to another account". This suggests transfer of entire account balances from one 
account to another, likely not Applicant's intention. For purpose of examination, the phrase is 
read as "information about an amount to be transferred form one account to another in payment 
of a debt". 

Specifically, Claim 1 recites phrasing at page 9, line 10 which appears to be missing the 
conjunction "and" between the words "bank" and "requesting". This makes it unclear whether 
the "requesting an immediate money transfer. . .decoding terminal" phrase is required by the 
claim if the single card is a credit card. 
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Claim 1 recites the phrase "a card decoding terminal for transmitting information about 
card holder's balance of an account transferable to another account" when the card chosen is c 
credit card. It is unclear why this would be done if the single card were a credit card. 

Claim 1 recites the phrase "for carrying on all real-time money transfers 
between same or different banks". How money transfers could occur between a same bank[s] is 
unclear. 

With Respect to Claim 2, it recites the phrase " the task performing unit of a bank 
carries on a real-time money transfer services between same or different banking accounts on the 
real-time basis for the payment approved thereby". How money transfers services could occur 
between a same banking accounts] is unclear. 

As to Claim 2, it is unclear why one would " discriminate whether the price of a goods to 
be purchased on the cash/debit card is lower than the balance of card holder's banking account" if 
the single card chosen from the alternatives of a debit card and a credit card is the credit card, 
which is not concerned with a bank account balance but rather available credit. 

Regarding Claim 2, it is unclear why one would "acknowledge statement of a money 
transfer between same or different banking accounts to a task performing unit of a bank of a 
cash/debit card" " if the single card chosen from the alternatives of a debit card and a credit card 
is the credit card, which would not perform an immediate transfer of funds. 

Claim 3 is unclear because it does not address what is done in the event that the card is 
not a credit card. Further, given this ambiguity and the alternative selection between cash/debit 
and credit cards, the application of art is precluded. 
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Claim Rejections - 35 USC §102 

The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that form the 
basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public use or on 
sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United States. 

Claims 1-2 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by US 5,870,456 

Rogers. 

As to Claim 1, Rogers discloses the invention as claimed, including in a real-time cash 
approval system of a debit card (Abstract) comprising; 

a card decoding terminal (Fig 1, ele. 12) for transmitting information about a card 
holder,s balance transferable to another account (Fig. 2B, eles. 224, 226, 228)and a list of 
transactions to be made and approved on the debit card (Fig. 2 A, eles. 214, 216) on a real 
time basis Abstract; Fig. 3, particularly ele. 300) 

a task performing unit of a bank for carrying on all real-time money transfers 
between different banks (Abstract; Col. 9, lines 31-62); and 

an intermediate unit for recording and intermediating the list of transactions to be 
approved on the debit card form the card decoding terminal to the task performing unit of a bank 
(Fig. 1, ele. 22 and related text). 



See also Summary of the Invention. 
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As to Claim 2, see the discussion of Claim 1, which is a system form of Claim 2, and 
Rogers further discloses balance checking, as recited at lines 12-13 of Claim 2, at Col. 3, lines 
27-31, at least. 



Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Charles Kyle whose telephone number is (571) 272-6746. The 
examiner can normally be reached on 6:30 to 3:00. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Vincent Millin can be reached on (571) 272-6747. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would 
like assistance from a USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated 
information system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 
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